
Connecting cultures, forming mentalities

1) Impact on the target group & Link between aims and results  

The  subproject  aims  were  to  raise  awareness  amongst  students  regarding  diversity, 
intercultural  communication,  stereotypes,  active  citizenship,  to  motivate  them  in  their 
learning  process  and  alleviate  their  effort  of  their  language  learning  by  involving  them 
actively in an intercultural discussion with foreigners living in Romania. 
The results are unambiguous. The students who participated in the subproject – young people 
(age 25-35 ) coming from a rural area without a close contact with other cultures in their 
everday life, probably with strong stereotypes formed about different cultures and aspects of 
being an active citizen – getting into “real” contact with “foreigners” (persons with different 
cultural backgrounds living in Romania) were offered a challenging situation during which 
they  were  really  able  to  “face”  an  intercultural  communication  process  and  also  to  feel 
thoroughly “involved” in their own learning.
Participants in the subproject (students and teachers):
- gained insight into different cultures/lifestyles, experienced other mentalities, learned about 
tolerance, diversity and avoiding stereotypes
- got their social, intercultural communication skills developed
- experienced autonomous and illustrative learning
-  improved their  skills  of  using new forms  of  technologies  and communication  (creating 
podcasts)
- learning about different mentalities, lifestyles in a foreign language 
- experienced joyful and long-lasting learning, or in short term brain compatible learning
- had their interest for foreign language learning increased

1) Antiracism  , brain compatible learning  

The subproject both from content and methodologies point of view is in line with the brain 
compatible learning approach and focuses on 2 areas basically:
- diversity, tolerance, intercultural education, avoiding stereotypes, antirasism
- language learning

The teaching methodologies used during the subproject were communication based, student 
centered, focusing on different learning styles of the students (visual, auditive, kinesthetic), 
where   students  had the opportunity to  experience  both autonomous (they prepared their 
interview questions by themselves, etc.) and collaborative learning (joint  discussions with 
foreigners), having been actively and emotionally involved in their own learning process.
Due to the multi-channel learning materials (podcast, video, didactic text, subtitles, internet 
communication), their learning was more intensive and efficient, which increased not only 
their motivation but also their sense of achievement. The methodologies used by addressing 
the student in a holistic way helped in “creating” the conditions for an exciting, explorative, 
fear free learning and for developing the student’s most important skills, strengthening their 
persistence in learning.
Students’  reflection  and feedback  incorporated  into  the  learning  process  assured  their 
sustainable learning.
The learning themes chosen are related to the student’s life territory and combined with video 
and  audio  materials  processing  (podcasts)  result  in  a  comprehensive,  informative  and 
entertaining learning context, thus contributing to their illustrative and explorative learning.  
Topics such as diversity, stereotypes, antirasism, european citizenship were explicitly referred 
and discussed  during  the  subproject,  consequently  raising  the  participants’ awareness  for 
these issues.


